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R|sm . Awareness

Why Civic Sense?

Hello Bro, wear your mask, the policeman is
coming towards you.

Hey pal, cover your face the policeman is
standing on the road.

Don't go without a mask, asked mom to her
son going out for grocery but he left saying who 1s
there to see just outside the colony.

Traveling from one place to another, don't
inform the administration, or I will be kept at the
quarantine centre for 14 days.

A patrolling jeep could be seen roaming
around and making announcements like, put your
mask on your face, keep a distance. Do not go out
unless it is essential. Moreover, the administration
had to arrange police to make people stay at home.
Almost all roads and major points had the presence
and people were beaten even.

All the situations observed during the recent
past months of COVID-19 communicate a force to
follow something. Why? Why a policeman on duty
when it is a complete lockdown? Why a mask on the
face because a policeman is coming towards you?
Why, 'who looks just outside the colony? And why
not because it is a must for own safety? Why fear,
why pressure, why a force behind and not respecting
the law and orders?

These situations communicate the lack of
civic sense among the citizens. This is the high time
to take responsibility and inculcate the civic sense in
youngsters.

Generally, people are born with five senses,
but none is born with CIVIC SENSE and this is
taught by the adults in the same way we teach them
to speak, eat, walk, read & write. Though a child can
eat, speak but adults teach him what to eat for good
health and the same way words and languages to
express. In the same way, it is essential to inculcate
civic sense in children.

Civic sense simply means social ethics, the
unspoken norms. [ am sure you must have observed
people driving expensive cars and often opening the
door a bit and spit the tobacco on road, enjoying
cookies & wafers in a lush green public park and
throw the wrappers, traveling with lots of luggage
but not having space to keep their wrappers and so
throwing it out of windows, park the vehicles on the
roadside and pee and the list may have end number
of examples around us.

It's not about keeping public places or
property clean but also abiding with law, respecting
others and their opinion, having etiquettes. The spit

marks on roads, urine, random garbage and
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Rising Awareness

JONOT
SPIT

overflowing sewers at every corner reflect the actual
sense of responsibility. A few years back Indian
Govt. started campaigns in the name of 'Swachchh
Bharat Abhiyaan' Nirmal Ganga etc but these were
actually not dirty because someone didn't clean but
because we made. None is ready to accept the dirt
and grime and at the same time not willing to take
the responsibility. And simply by accusing others
and want somebody to clean is not going to work.
We need to bother about the needs of others as
ignorance is harmful to the self & society both in the
long run.

Civic behavior is not paid much attention to.
Since both parents & teachers are focused and
worried more about the academic performance of a
child, they do not bother much to instil civic sense
and the importance of it. Civic sense is also
something mistaken as beneficiary service for
someone else not for self. Ancient civilizations had
taken upon themselves the responsibility of
propagating moral teachings through stories. Be it
the Holy books Ramayana, Geeta or Quran, Bible,
all stand as the major source of inculcating a deep
sense of moral values, kindness, compassion,
generosity, non-violence, self-sacrifice, charity, etc.
and exemplify the dos and don'ts of life. Civil sense

comes from a sense of belongingness.

The school curriculum must have an equal
focus on building ethical standards, value
formation, character building, etc. Being parents &
teachers, we need to address this problem in a pro-
active way and need to set the example through our
own life since children do not learn what we say but
what we do. Let's help ourselves to see a generation
having better civic sense, a sense of ownership and a
sense of accountability, not the force working
behind.

Let's work today for a better tomorrow
where no traffic police make a challan because the
bike rider is not wearing a helmet, one is reminding
to use a seat belt while driving, none spits on roads,
throwing garbage on the roadside, and so on. Let
them have the right to develop a sense of
responsibility and help them to grow.

Today's responsible children only will
become responsible citizens tomorrow.

Seeyou.

Manisha Lashkari

Principal
Smart Study International
School Nathdwara
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